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search be instituted for the boy. After some time
his servants brought the young man to him.
The four men who had caught the boy and the
priest who had converted him asseverated before
the Sultan that the youth had embraced his new
religion of his own accord and that there was not
the slightest force used in the case. The young
man, however, abused all these men violently
in the very presence of the Ruler and complained
that they had forced him. When the enquiry was
over, the Sultan expressed great displeasure that
these men should have interfered with a subject
of his state and told the youth that as he was not
willing to be converted he might do as he wished;
Narasimha came to the palace and begged
that he might be taken back to Hinduism. This
is not possible in this religion. The priests said:
" You have been deprived of the sacred thread for
eight days. You have not performed the prescribed
prayers all this time. You took food from mlechcha
hands. We do not know what things you ate.
Worse than everything you have been given a
Mahomedan name. How can you be taken back
into Hinduism ?" Only two people were anxious
that the youth should be put through some cere-
monies of purification and taken back and they
were the young Hindu King and his mother. They